
We have returned 
from an awesome trip 
to our Twinning Par-
ish in Mississippi.  
There is much im-
provement since we 
were there in the sum-
mer.  Most areas are 
really cleaned up, and 
there is finally new 
construction going on.  
Kids are waiting for 
the school bus again, 
and new places of 
business are opening.   
 

We met many parishioners this time as we were there 
for the Friday Lenten Fish Fry and the Palm Sunday 
Mass.  We heard many stories from people who did 
NOT leave the area during Katrina, and many, many 
stories of the challenges of getting insurance money 
for rebuilding.  People thanked us for our work, but 
most of all for our faithfulness.  They tell us it gives 
them hope to have us return to their parish and stand 
by them for the long term recovery.  While they can 
always use money, it is our presence among them 
that means the most.  We are building relationships 
and becoming friends.  The hospitality of the com-
munity of St. Ann is fantastic.  We are housed, fed, 
thanked, appreciated, and prayed for by all.  
 
We were able to present St. Ann’s with a stained 
glass window made from glass that came from St. 
John’s mission parish, in Mississippi, which won’t be 
rebuilt. We were very touched by the response to that 
gift – so many of the people we met had been parish-
ioners there, and felt so strongly about the fact that 
something still remains from their parish. It seemed 

like such a small thing 
to pick up that glass on 
our first trip in Febru-
ary of 2006, but it 
meant the world to our 
sisters and brothers at 
St. Ann’s. 
  
Because of our com-
munication with the 
people of our Twin-
ning Parish, they do 
not feel abandoned or 
forgotten.  I encour-

age you all to 
continue to 
send messages 
of hope and 
support to 
St.Ann’s, and 
to stop by any 
time you are 
traveling in the 
area.   
 

We who were 
blessed to travel to Mississippi can never express our 
appreciation to all who made it possible for us to go 
and once again help the people there move forward 

into recovery and 
resurrection.   
 

Bottom: Amy and Muriel Klugherz,     
Fr. Trinh’s father, Mary Beth Nygaard.          
Top: Carolyn Karstens, John Dickerman, 
Les and Jane Kohler. 
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Stain glass window designed 
by St. John’s parishioner , 
Carol Viola, with pieces of 
broken church windows 
from Katrina.  


